
A land of aeronautics, the Pyrénées-
Atlantiques department launched the 
Nature&Technology brand in 2011.

In terms of nature, you’ll enjoy an exceptional 
living environment with a vast application and 
testing ground for research & development 
programs.

As for technology, the Pyrénées-Atlantiques 
department provides you with the resources 
needed for your growth: world-renowned 
manufacturers, competitiveness clusters, 
networks of specialised sub-contractors, 
a highly qualified workforce, universities, 
suitable infrastructure, local authorities 
attentive to the requirements of entrepreneurs.

With its 12,000 jobs, the aeronautics industry is 
now the No.1 industrial activity in the Pyrénées-
Atlantiques, at the heart of the powerful 
Aerospace Valley which connects Bordeaux 
and Toulouse. Just by itself, Aerospace Valley, 
a world-leading competitiveness cluster, 

accounts for a third of the French aerospace 
workforce, over half of which in the space 
industry. 

Beyond aeronautics, Nature&Technology now 
extends its expertise to the space industry 
and geolocation applications in particular.  

With you, Nature&Technology wants to go 
higher. 

The Pyrénées-Atlantiques, 
going higher
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Two 
aeronautical 
industrial 
parks

Two 
technology 

transfer 
centres

Infrastructure specially 
dedicated to the 
aeronautics industry

Aéropolis
60-hectare industrial park with a zone for tertiary 
services, a business centre, training centre, conference 
centre, inter-company restaurant and crèche, 
MetallicAdour technology transfer centre. Located in 
Bordes-Assat, 12 km from Pau.

MetallicAdour
Processing of metal parts: optimisation 

of machining performance, robotisation, 
assembly of metallic materials. 

Supports: National Engineering School  
of Tarbes (ENIT), Turbomeca,  

Messier-Bugatti-Dowty, Daher.
Buildings spanning 1,500 m2

Site: Aéropolis (Bordes).

CompositAdour
Robotic and composite platform :  

research and development, training,  
technology transfer.

Supports: School for Advanced Industrial 
Technologies (ESTIA), Composite 

Aquitaine, Dassault Aviation, Daher.
Lay-up rooms spanning 650 m2.

Site: Technocité (Bayonne).

- Seven economic activity zones supported by local 
authorities*.
- A business centre and business accelerator.
- 75 hectares of developed or marketable zones.
- A business zone with direct access to the runways of 
Pau airport.

Technocité
10-hectare industrial park devoted to 
aeronautics, space applications and 
composite materials, with a business 
accelerator and CompositAdour 
technology transfer centre. Located in 
Bayonne.

The Wright brothers establish the world’s 
first flight school in Pau.

The Pyrénées-Atlantiques department 
launches the Nature&Technology brand.

Turbomeca establishes itself  
in the Pyrénées-Atlantiques.

The factory for the Airbus electric plane, E-Fan, is 
established in the Pyrénées-Atlantiques.1909 20111941 2015

*The community of agglomeration of Côte Basque Adour, community of 
agglomeration of Pau Porte des Pyrénées, the communities of communes of 
Soule Xiberoa, Piémont Oloronais, Miey-de-Béarn, and Luys-en-Béarn.
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Hélioparc technology park (Pau): materials, geosciences, environment, 
energy, with a business incubator/accelerator devoted to digital 
technology.
Izarbel technology park (Bidart): new technologies, digital economy, 
with a business incubator devoted to space technologies.
Baia Park (Anglet): industry and services for board sports, with a 
dedicated business accelerator and resource centre.
Chemparc (Lacq) : fine chemicals, nanomaterials and composites, 
business centre, Seveso 2 installations.

University of Pau and the Pays de l’Adour (UPPA) : research laboratories 
on materials, chemistry, geosciences, environmental sustainability, water, 
geographic information systems.
The School for Advanced Industrial Technologies (ESTIA) : research 
laboratories on new technologies, digital and space. Site: Izarbel 
technology park in Bidart.
International School of Information Processing Sciences (EISTI) in Pau.

Aerospace valley : aerospace, onboard systems - 77 large compa-
nies, 342 SMEs, 23 research centres, 39 training centres. 
Xylofutur : bio-resources, materials - 16 large companies, 74 SMEs, 
24 training centres, 14 research centres.
Avenia : geosciences, environment, energy storage - 49 companies 
including 5 major groups, 22 R&D organisations.
Agri Sud-Ouest Innovation : agriculture, food-processing - 1 
major group, 44 medium-sized companies, 132 SMEs, 18 research 
centres, 3 training centres.

Three airports within a radius of 150 km: Biarritz, Pau, 
Lourdes.
Direct road links (A63, A64 and A65) to regional capitals 
and Spain. 

Host sites with  
the highest level of service

Universities 

Four major 
competitiveness clusters

An efficient  
transport network
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Nature & Space Applications

Pyrénées-Atlantiques: 
your launch pad to space 
development

A network of innovative, market-leading companies : Cap Gemini, Telespazio, 
Aerodrones, MaxSea, Insiteo, Aguila Technologies, etc.
Research laboratories of the Isifor network (Carnot institutes) in the field of 
geosciences.
Guide : GNSS application test platform : safety, compatibility, data integrity, 
performance Certified by Aerospace Valley and the French National Centre for Space 
Studies (CNES). Partners: Airbus, Cap Gémini, Thales, etc. 

Earthlab Ocean : international research program 
on coastal erosion and coastline retreat, moni-
toring of protection works and water quality. 
Stakeholder: Telespazio (Thales and Finnmecani-
ca), in Bidart. 
Agripir : European program aiming to promote 
and preserve mountain agriculture.
Living lab on performance and connected ob-
jects in the field of nautical and aquatic activities.

The local authorities in the Pyrénées-Atlantiques department 
facilitate companies’ access to satellite data from the Galileo 
and Copernicus programs.
Pooling of satellite data between the Government of the Spa-
nish region of Navarre and the Pyrénées-Atlantiques depart-
ment concerning water, forests and agriculture.

- A 35 km coastline.
- A hydrological network containing  
  4,500 km of main rivers.
- The 140 km2 karst in La Pierre-Saint-Martin.
- Regions with medium-to-high mountains.
- Urban and rural areas.

An ecosystem in expansion

Pilot programs

Accessing  
satellite dataA testing ground

Focusing on the future, the Pyrénées-At-
lantiques department is deploying its 
launch pads towards emerging space 
applications: telecommunications, Earth 
observation, cartography, geolocation, 
etc. In the future, these applications will 
increase in all companies and will affect 
all our activities, from school transporta-
tion to farms, via waste treatment, water 
quality and recreation.
Companies at the cutting edge of space 
applications have chosen the Pyré-
nées-Atlantiques. Industrial synergies 
are being forged around technological, 
academic and industrial resources. Major 
international research projects on coas-
tal erosion, aquatic activities and on pre-
serving mountain agriculture have been 
based here.
The Pyrénées-Atlantiques is one of the 
very few French departments to offer 
a coastline, a range of medium-to-high 
mountains, rural zones and urban areas. 
This natural wealth makes the Pyré-
nées-Atlantiques a life-size laboratory in 
which to experiment on new satellite ser-
vices and develop innovative activities.    
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«Suitable skills and training»»
Christian Houel runs Aquitaine Electronique, a company based in the Pyrénées-Atlantiques. He is 
also president of the Union of Metallurgy Professions and Industries (UIMM) and member of the 
Aerospace Valley competitiveness cluster. Interview.

- What do you think are the main advantages 
that the Pyrénées-Atlantiques department 
has got for a company in the aeronautical 
sector?
- The local economic fabric brings together the 
vast majority of stakeholders in and around 
the aeronautical sector, enabling companies to 
benefit from skills and training that are suited 
to production. Here, we have exactly what we 
need in terms of laboratories and schools, but 
also technological resources. Institutions and 
local authorities are also very attentive to com-
panies and are able to react to anticipate their 
requirements. The quality of life and living en-
vironment in the Pyrénées-Atlantiques are also 
important attractive features.

- The metallurgy profession is currently suf-
fering from a skills gap. You have something 
of a motto - «succeeding is about preparing». 
What is happening in this sector?
- Our profession regularly opens its doors to in-

crease its exposure. Last year, we raised aware-
ness of the metallurgy profession among 4,000 
people. And it’s effective because every year 
we have more and more youngsters in techni-
cal sectors. The number of professionalisation 
contracts, for example, has increased by 50% in 
comparison to 2012.

- How can the department and local autho-
rities make their area attractive for compa-
nies?
- The department and authorities are currently 
working to develop dynamic areas. The areas 
of focus are mainly as follows: creating links to 
European capitals, diversifying the economic 
fabric, promoting centres of excellence and 
innovation, developing engineering schools, 
having clean and smart cities that promote a 
sustainable development approach, and brin-
ging institutions closer together to facilitate 
administrative processes.

These companies chose the Pyrénées-Atlantiques : 
Turbomeca, Dassault Aviation, Messier-Dowty-Bugatti, EADS, Airbus (E-Fan), 

Toray, Total, Euralis, Lindt, Ogeu, Antea, Quiksilver, Tribord, etc.

Aeronautics, geosciences, tourism, fine chemicals, new materials, 
food-processing, water sports, board sports, horse riding, etc.

Interview

Contact : 
Direction du Développement  

Economique et Territorial  
des Pyrénées-Atlantiques 

05 59 11 44 47
Mél : nature-technology@le64.fr
www.le64.fr/nature&technology
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